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KBO/JBI
13 December 2019

Dear Parents/Carers

I cannot believe that this is the last full school day Friday of the term! It has gone by so fast and there are so many events still to come in this last week of term.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This week Blaise were proud to host a network event for Art teachers from across the Greenshaw Learning Trust. Mr Bennett, who leads our excellent Art department delivered a quality-training day for those staff and in particular focussed on sharing the top-grade results to ensure our expectations are always high. This year we have some exceptional artists and graphic designers at Blaise High School who are working towards the top GCSE grade, congratulations to Blake Wilson, Lauren Hankin and Will Terry!

On Wednesday, we had the pleasure of having visitors and visiting our local feeder primary schools. Mr Clarke, the Headteacher from Brentry Primary, visited us to see our morning routines and some of our lessons. Mr Clark was impressed with the professionalism of the students, the ambition in the atmosphere and our wonderful morning reading programme. A number of our students recognised Mr Clarke from their own primary days at Brentry and were very pleased to see him. We also visited our colleagues at Henbury Court Primary. It was insightful to visit our closest feeder primary school and to learn about the curriculum, values and routines that Mr Howarth-Brown and Ms Rice have with their pupil. Our two schools should be working closely together and I am glad to say that next week the team from Henbury Court will be returning to visit us. Having an excellent relationship with local primary schools is so important so we have an exceptional transition for both our students and their families.

Next week will be our very first Academic Review Day. The event is held across two sessions on the 19th and 20th December. This event will be held at the end of every term- once before Christmas, once at Easter, and once before the summer break. The aim of the day is to give parents, pupils and teachers the opportunity to understand the academic performance of our students. To ensure that everyone is able to attend, we will be running an evening event on Thursday 19th December from 1600-1830, and a morning event on the 20th December from 09.00-13.00. We anticipate that the former will be busier, so if you can attend either we suggest coming to the morning event. You are welcome to come in at any time and for any duration within these times and dates. If attending with parents, students should be in school uniform. 

On to our Fun Friday events. Last Friday students got crafty by making their own hand-made Christmas wrapping paper. This was an eco-friendly craft as all the materials were recyclable! Along with the crafty Christmas events, students also decorated our beautiful shining Christmas tree, which stands in our courtyard. They have done an excellent job and the tree looks stunning. This Friday continues the Christmas theme with a Christmas music radio event. William Rogers, in Y10, is a technology enthusiast and has rebooted the school PA system to be able to run a Blaise Radio session where students can give their requests for top quality Christmas music to be shared across school. I am looking forward to the festivities!


I would also like to continue to promote upcoming events:

· Join our governor team! We are looking for staff and parents to take on roles in our Local Governing Board. The governing body is a key tool in the success of our school. The governing body is responsible for the strategic leadership of the school, for oversight of the school’s financial and academic performance, and for holding the Headteacher and school’s senior leadership to account. It is incredibly important to me that the governors have representation from both our parents and our staff as they are at the heart of our school. If you would be interested in applying or the role please find out more on our website here: http://www.blaisehighschool.co.uk/information/statutory/governance 
· Join us for our annual Blaise High School Christmas Arts Evening on Wednesday 18th December. This is an opportunity to see the exceptional talent of our designers, artists, actors, dancers and musicians in action. The evening will begin at 5pm and will include festive refreshments. We look forward to seeing lots of you there to enjoy the exhibition and show.
· Returning to school from Christmas Holidays - Students from all year groups will be returning to school at the normal time on Wednesday 8th January. It will be a week 2 on the timetable and after school activities including clubs, Champions Hour and study support will begin straight away.

Yours faithfully
[image: ]

Ms K Brown
Headteacher 
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