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This pack is part of the programme of activities and resources to prepare you to start A-level Biology in September.
For any queries contact: 


Biology Research Activity
To get ready for A-level Biology, there are six questions that we would like you to research, two of which you research to a greater depth.

Task 1: Make a single page of Cornell notes answering each question.
Click this link for an explanation of this note style and see the next page. Feel free to include diagrams where appropriate. 
The six questions are:
1. How does our immune system try to deal with COVID-19?
2. Why are bees disappearing and should we worry?
3. What are the implications of climate change for health?
4. What is the importance of proteins in life processes?
5. Why is conservation of the White Rhino important?
6. Can life exist in space?
Resources
You can use the following websites as a starting point for these topics.
· https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/35694/immune-system
· https://www.ted.com/talks/marla_spivak_why_bees_are_disappearing?language=en
· https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/26573/health-and-climate-change
· https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/34569/proteins-suitable-home-teaching
· https://www.conservationhandbooks.com/why-conserve/  and  https://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/endangered_species/rhinoceros/african_rhinos/
· https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/460012/space-biology
[bookmark: _Hlk37937235][bookmark: _Hlk37945115]
[bookmark: _Hlk37945301]Task 2: Research two of the questions to greater detail.
Choose two of the questions above, we suggest the ones you find most interesting, and research them to greater depth. Find out as much as you can about each question. 
Impress us with your knowledge! 
As a guide, we suggest you at least answer the following questions through your research:
a) How did this affect science going forward?
b) Who was involved in this and/or built upon this?
c) When and where was this discovered?
d) Why do you believe this is important?
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Figure 2: http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/images/noteb4.gif
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CORNELL NOTES

To help me
take organized notes.
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D ocument

« Write course name, date, and topic
at the top of each page.
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e the paper into three
sections.

« Draw a dark horizontal line about 5
or 6 lines from the bottom. Use a
heavy magic marker to draw the
line so that it is clear.

« Draw a dark vertical line about 2
inches from the left side of the
paper from the top to the
horizontal line.
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TReview and Clarify

R eview and clarify.

» Review the notes as soon as
possible after class.

« Pull out main ideas, key
points, dates, and people,
and write these in the left
column.
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W rite notes.

« The large box to the right is for *
writing notes.

Course Name Dajte

& i

topics.

« Skip a line between ideas and Elr
—

« Don't use complete sentences. Use ya
abbreviations, whenever possible.
Develop a shorthand of your own,
such as using "&" for the word
o

4 o]





image7.png
S tudy your notes.

« Re-read your notes in the
right column.

« Spend most of your time 2
studying the ideas in the left .
column and the summary at
the bottom. These are the
most important ideas and
will probably include most of
the information that you will

be tested on. O
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